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rrnss-Rcfcrcnccs to Related Ap plications 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional application No. 60/004,64 1 filed 
5 September 22, 1995, for and on behalf of the inventor, Charles Casagrandc. 

Rackftround of the I nvention 
FiftM nf the Invention 

This invention relates generally to an improved business form with integral clean release 
10 removable cards. 

Background Information 
The use of business forms with removable cards has become commonplace. Examples 
include insurance cards, membership cards, business cards and telephone cards. Such forms 
exhibit numerous beneficial characteristics including offering the sender more efficient and 
, s convenient ways to (1) imprint the form and card quickly and easily with automatic printing 
equipment; (2) imprint more information on the form than would fit on the card alone; and (3) 

handle and ship the cards. 

One type of removable card is known as a coupon or clean release card. These cards, 
when removed from the form, exhibit clean surfaces on the card with no tackiness or residue on 
20 the card. Also, the adhesive area of the form, which previously retained the card is covered up m 

some way so as to be non-tacky. 

Previously, clean release card and form combinations were non-integral and had the card 
"piggybacked" on the form. In these combinations, the cards utilized an additional release liner 
and were produced with a label press. The cards were then affixed to the forms in a separate 
25 step. These forms had the obvious disadvantage of requiring that the cards be produced 

separately from the forms on a different piece of equipment and then later assembled onto the 
forms. 

Forms with integral cards are created by diecutting or otherwise defining the card within 
the form itself. Thus, the form becomes part of the card lamination and is therefore referred to as 
the form layer. This results in a card and form combination which is much thinner than the 
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Brief Description of the Drawing 
The invention is described in conjunction with the accompanying drawing, FIG. 1 , which 
is an enlarged cross sectional view of the invention. 



designated 19 may contain writing, graphics or other indicia. 

The layers of the invention are labeled 5 S 7, 9, 11, 13, and 15, and are described as 
10 follows. Layer 5 is a release liner which is removed to expose layer 7. Layer 7 is an adhesive 
layer which bonds laminate 1 to the underside of the form layer 3. Layer 9 is a translucent film 
or paper layer, the topside of which is in contact with layer 7. Layer i 1 is a thin cast coating 
which is applied to the underside of layer 9. 



3 and layers 7 and 9 of the laminate 1 to but not through layer 1 1 . 

In one embodiment of the invention, layers 5, 7 and 9 are supplied as a one piece 

laminate, commonly referred to in the industry as "coupon base" and available from companies 

such as Emulsion Technologies in Medina, Ohio. Thus, the release liner, layer 5, serves to cover 
20 the adhesive layer 7 prior to the application of the coupon base to the underside of the form layer 

3 at which time layer 5 is removed and laminate 1 is adhered to layer 3. Layer 9 is a translucent 

film or paper. Layers 11,13 and 15 are laminated to the coupon base. 

In another embodiment, the coupon base is omitted in favor of independent layers 7 and 

9. Layer 9 is again composed of translucent film or paper. The layer 7 adhesive is applied to the 
25 top side of layer 9, and the balance of the inventive lamination, layers 9, 11, 13 and 15, is 

adhered to the bottom side of the form layer 3. Since a separate coupon base is not used, layer 5 

is not used in this embodiment. 

In all embodiments, the layer 1 ] coating has a greater affinity for the adhesive of layer 13 

than the film or paper of layer 9, which enables the separation of layer 9 from layer 1 1 upon 
30 removal of the card with layer 1 1 remaining attached to layer 13. 
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Description of the Preferred Embodiment 
Referring to the accompanying drawing, the invention is seen in cross-section as a 
laminate 1 attached to the bottom of a form layer 3. It is understood that the topside of layer 3 
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Layer 13 is a second adhesive layer which bonds layer 15, the base paper layer, to the 
preceding layers. The card is defined in the form by a diecut 17 extending through the form layer 
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Another aspect of the invention is lhat the adhesive of layer 1 3 may be applied in a 
pattern such that no adhesive is applied under the left and right edges of the card to create the lift- 
edges. Without adhesive under the edges of the card, the card is easier to grab and remove by the 
consumer. Also, the l ift-edges ensure a consistent and clean release of the card. 
5 Finally, in the preferred embodiment, layer 1 5 is paper stock, generally of 25 to 30# 

weight. This layer adds support for the layers above it while helping to prevent static and heat 
related problems. Moreover, the paper layer prevents the lamination from melting as with other 
integrated card laminates. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several objects of the invention are achieved 
1 0 and other advantageous results arc attained. 

As various changes could be made in the above construction without departing from the 
scope of the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above description shall be 
interpreted as illustrative and not limiting. 
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Claims: 

1 . A laminate, comprising: 

a layer of translucent paper or film; 

a card, having edges and defined in the translucent layer by a diccut extending 

through the translucent layer; 

a thin film layer, disposed on the translucent layer; and 

a base layer of paper adhesively secured to the thin cast film layer opposite the 
translucent layer, 

wherein the thin cast film layer has a greater affinity for the adhesive securing the 
thin cast film layer to the base layer than for the translucent layer. 



2. A form with an integral clean release card, comprising 
a form layer having upper and lower surfaces; 

a translucent paper or film layer, secured to the lower surface of the form layer by 

! 5 a first layer of adhesive; 

a card, having edges and defined in the form, first adhesive, and translucent layers 
by a diecut extending through the form, first adhesive and translucent layers; 

a thin cast film layer, disposed on the translucent layer opposite the form layer, 
having a greater affinity for a second adhesive layer than the translucent layer; and 

a base layer of paper secured to the thin cast film layer opposite the translucent 
layer by the second adhesive layer. 

3. An article, as in claims 1 or 2, wherein the second adhesive layer is applied in a 
pattern such that it does not extend under the left and right edges of the card. 



An article, as in claims 1 or 2, wherein the translucent layer is a polyester film, 0.5 
to 7 mils thick. 
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An article, as in claims I or 2, wherein the base layer of na n. ■ 

to 30# weight. y P3PCr 15 Paper Stock of 25 
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(57) Abstract 

A form with an integrated clean release, diecut, removable card, which includes a multi-layer lamination of translucent paper or film 
(9), thin cast film (11), and paper (15). 
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